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	President’s Message
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One thing I have learned very quickly is that dispersed efforts of myriad volunteers are responsible for the successes of the AAVLD.  Serving on the executive board and now as president, I continue to be challenged trying to track all of the positive contributions of members as they advance diagnostic medicine. The dispersion of these efforts makes keeping members informed and maintaining momentum to completion difficult.  The AAVLD provides a structural framework, guidance, and credibility to these many efforts.  What might be accomplished if additional staff assistance was provided to coordinate and keep initiatives on track?  
Our organization excels at organizing the annual meeting, publishing JVDI and accrediting laboratories.  These efforts are the work of a large volunteer force assisted by a few professional staff.  I challenge you to consider if the efforts of the volunteers that advance committee initiatives, promote AAVLD scientific accomplishments, interact with regulatory agencies, or seek support for our educational and research initiatives are being appropriately supported. Read more…
What’s New on the Web
· February Executive Board minutes and attachments (53 pages)
· February and April Lab Directors –NVSL Conference Call Minutes
· February Food and Ag sector government coordinating council minutes 
· 2009 Annual meeting information: symposia, events schedule, call for abstracts, bacteriology and diagnostic pathology conference abstracts, hotel registration link. The AAVLD Plenary session will be on New and Emerging Diagnostic Technologies. The Joint USAHA-AAVLD Plenary session will focus on Emerging vector-borne diseases: What’s the risk?
Follow links in left column of this newsletter. If you click on a link for a members only item in this newsletter, the first time you will see a note stating: You do not have permission to view this page. To the right of this notice is a Login button. You only need to login once then all other members only page links in the newsletter will go direct to the page.  

Approaching deadlines – travel awards/ call for papers…
Deadline for AAVLD/ACVP and AAVLD travel award applications – June 7th 

Deadline for abstracts for the October meeting – June 15th
Deadline for Diagnostic pathology case abstract – July 24th 

Deadline for Bacteriology case presentation title – September 1st 
Your participation is what makes the meeting great. 

Grad students and residents don’t pass up this opportunity to obtain $1,000 in travel support – submission of an abstract for poster or presentation required.
Highlights from Executive Board Minutes 
· Dr. Tim Baszler needs author-volunteers to assist in writing veterinary medicine laboratory safety section for the Blue Ribbon panel working on a clinical laboratory safety manual. Discipline outlines are provided under Biosafety Guidelines appendix with instructions to authors under the Blue Ribbon Panel Update appendix. Before you say no…
· Consider that when WNV hit and CDC stated suspect case necropsies had to be done in a hood, we were perplexed on how you twist and turn a 1000 lb horse to get it in the BSL-2 hood next to the pet bird? Well this is your chance to take off our invincibility (bugs-don’t-stick-to-me) capes and develop practical and safe guidelines for veterinary laboratories. 
· Accreditation committee (AC) report: “…AC will review guidance documents to ensure they are compatible with the AAVLD Essential Requirements before they are posted or distributed…” page 3
· Working group on AAVLD Business plan provided a draft position description for an executive director for discussion in July (page 5 and appendix)
· Wonder what our officers do all year – check out the Officers responsibilities document in the appendix. 
· Informative reports from CFIA and its provincial partners as well as NVSL are also available in the appendix of the executive board minutes- find out what is going on north and south of the border.
Symposia at the 2009 Annual Meeting adding value … 
A number of symposia will take place at the 2009 in San Diego. The following symposia registration forms with information on topics are now posted: 

   Accreditation/ Quality Assurance Symposium on Oct 8, 8am-5pm, fee pending deadline Sep 30th 

   Epidemiology Toolbox Workshop on Oct 9, 8-11am, 25.00 deadline Oct 2nd 

   AAVLD Bacteriology/Mycology committee- Mycoplasma Diagnoses Symposium – October 9, 8am – 12:30pm, 55.00 deadline Oct 2nd
   Laboratory Safety Symposium –free of charge- Oct 11, 12:30-5:30pm -be sure to reserve a seat by registering by Oct 2nd 

   CL Davis Diagnostic Pathology of Exotic Pet animals – October 9, 8am-5:50pm, 125.00 
National Animal Health Laboratory Network Website
The website at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahln/ has the inaugural issue of the NAHLN quarterly newsletter (Feb 2009). There are a number of other interesting items to browse under the publications link including disease cards, AI assay characteristics, presentations and the home page has listing of labs approved for each disease. Please send feedback to NAHLN@aphis.usda.gov. The NAHLN is a state-federal partnership the more we do together to increase the visibility and highlight the accomplishments of this alliance the better we will all fare.  

More information on NAHLN activities and future USDA surveillance plans can be found in the excellent minutes provided by Dr. Powers on the Lab Directors- NVSL conference calls posted under News for members. 




